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af yna. -said to 


order to review the negotiations to data. He £eli this would eonsttr 
critics who might say we are met taking advantage el toe President's 
October 7 proposal. According to Laird, Banker agreed. Laird also 
said that he told Banker that "there seems to be mssaae reluctance in 
certain quarters to review toe negotiation* to date. w Banker said he 
felt tots review was "absolutely necessary'* and recalled Thieu r s reali- 
sation tost bis own July 1969 proposal needed to be made mere concrete 
and specific. 


— — Laird told - 
North Vietnamese 
NVA long -termers 


that we are on shaky grounds when era call tor 
t of long-term FOW's while toe GVN still holds 
;ar reportedly noted that Thiea is "coming 


- - Ambassador Bunker reportedly told Laird that Thieu is toe front 
runner tor toe Presidency and that Thieu stili expects Ky to run against 
him addle Mink will not decide until this summer. Bunker's own feeling 
is that Ky will not run tor President but will again, be Vice President on 
Thieu* s ticket. 

- - Laird reports that Banker told him tout Thieu would like to see 
U.S. redeployments between May and October this year as low as so sail 
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and fch&fc ius would also like u« to make a statement tWa IUHH101? to the 

* „ i . 

effect that U. S. deployments do not mean U. S. abandonment. 

i 

». Bunker said be thought the GVN will deal more energetically 
with traffic in hard drugs. 

The meeting also dealt with possibilities for Japanese investments in 
Vietnam. 

At the end of the meeting, Mr. Doolin again mentioned negotiations, 
suggesting that Bunker fell Secretary Roger# that las sees the value of 
a review at this time. Bunker reportedly agreed. 

Comment ; Much of this may be known to you already from other sources, 
since the m eetin g 'between Laird and Bunker took place three weeks ago. 
However, It is worth noting that Laird is using every possible vehicle to 
push for a review of our negotiating position. 
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